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May 3, 2019 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting: None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress:  

 

 

Director of Public Safety,                                                       

Steve Grinnewald reports on recent training.   

Upcoming demolition of a residences on S. Front St. has 

afforded the Dowagiac Fire Department the opportunity          

to use the buildings for training purposes.  Training is 

extremely important to the department to prepare for real           

life situations they will inevitably face.  The use of these 

buildings have given the firefighters a great chance to train 

with an actual residence versus simulating a residence.          

This week the department trained on ladders and roof 

ventilation as well as 

firefighter rescue techniques 

and scenarios.  The Fire 

Department will continue to 

train using these residences 

until demolition later this 

summer.   

  

Administrative staff attended 

Damage Assessment 

Training hosted by the Cass 

County Office of Emergency 

Management and conducted 

by the Michigan State Police 

Emergency Management 

Homeland Security Division. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Department of Public Service Crews have been busy this week cleaning gutters and storm drains to 

prevent flooding areas with standing water.  DPS crews assisted MDOT as curb and drain work 

continues on the M51 & M62 corridors through town.  

 

Despite the wet weather and being short staffed; crews have made great strides in brush pick up, 

mowing, and cleaning and planting of flower beds. 

 

TV ABC 57 recently aired 

a story about an issue our 

water and sewer crews 

know all-to-well.  Monster 

globs of non-flushable 

items clogging sewer lines 

and damaging treatment 

plant equipment is 

something the city has 

been repeatedly dealing 

with.  When time, 

manpower, and financial 

resources are diverted to 

removing, repairing or 

replacing pipes and 

equipment due to the 

flushing of wipes, diapers, 

and clothing – it raises the 

bottom line for us all.  
 

Sewer backups, caused by clogged sewer lines, cause significant damage to homeowners.                    

Let’s all do our part to keep the sewer lines flowing. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


